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at Socotra they certainly were not. From all accounts, his
own included, Albuquerque really had no wish to quarrel
with his cousin and commander, to whom he never failed
to yield appropriate if not unquestioning obedience, but he
and Tristao seem to have got on each other's nerves,

" If on this voyage we made together some displeasure
arose between the two of us," writes Albuquerque quite dis-
passionately a few years later, " was it your fault, or was it
mine?'1 Obviously he thinks the fault was Xristao's, but he
points this out in quite a friendly way. He clearly cannot
understand why Tristao should continue to bear him a
grudge.

This letter does not refer to anything occurring before
Mozambique, but there evidently was "displeasure" from
the start. It began over the men whom the other captains
had left behind in quarantine. To the dismay of the more
nervous members of his crew, Albuquerque had gathered
them all in. He said they would certainly be needed later
and he expected Tristao da Cunha to divide them up among
the different ships. This Tristao refused to do, and when
Albuquerque said he had not on board the wherewithal to
feed so many, suggested they should be left in Senegal
After much acrimonious altercation the chief captain gave
way. When the fleet put in to Bcziguichc for water the men
,,.were duly disembarked and distributed to the various ships.

The Cape might have been doubled in good time if it
had not been for Tristao da Cunha's private ship. She proved
a wretchedly slow sailer and the fleet was constantly held
up to wait for her. All the captains grumbled, but Afonso
de Albuquerque remonstrated, which did not help to re-
establish harmony. He said that at this rate India would not
be reached that year. Why hold up a whole fleet for a single
ship? Detail one vessel to stay behind with her, and let the
rest make full speed ahead.

Tristao da Cunha replied angrily that this ship had been
granted him for his advantage and he could not have her
left behind with all his goods on board. The matter was